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Judy: Hello

Jijie: Hello, what is your name?

Judy: My name is Zhang Shi Yi. You can call me Judy, since all my friends call me Judy. Here, it
feels like people use their English names more. And what is your name?
Jijie: My name is Zhou Jijie.

Judy: Zhou Jijie... What year are you?

Jijie: I am in my second year.

Judy: Second year.

Jijie: You are third year..?

Judy: Third year.

Jijie: What major are you?

Judy:l am CAAM and Math Econ.

Jijie: Oh.

Judy:What about you?

Jijie: | am mechanical engineering.

Judy: You are getting your BS?

Jijie:Yes.

Judy: That sounds so hard!

Jijie:Recently I've been taking CAAM 336.

Judy:CAAM 3367 Who is your professor?

Jijie:Thompson? Or....

Judy:Oh, Thompson. Last year... | took 336 last semester, and
Jijie:Didn’t you think it was pretty hard?

Judy:It was alright.

Jijie:l thought it was very abstract.



Judy:It’s differential equations. That course is a requirement for a lot of majors. Which
residential college are you in?

Jijie:l am from Sid. You?

Judy:l am from the faraway Brown.

Jijie:Oh, then...

Judy:Ha ha, | think the North and South rarely...

Jijie:Yes, very rarely see each other.

Judy:Right.

Jijie:Let’s eat.

Judy:Where in China are you from?

Jijie:l am from Nanjing.

Judy:l think there are so many people from Nanjing at Rice. | know a lot of people from the
south at Rice from our major, Geng Luhan, Teng Zhi Yuan.

Jijie:Right.

Judy:Are you from outside the south?

Jijie:No, Nan Shi Fu.

Judy:l am from Chongqing.

Jijie:Oh. Are you off campus?

Judy:Yes, | am off campus this year.

Jijie:Ah.

Judy:Because Brown kicks off third years. My roommate is from Martel. What about you?
Jijie:l am on campus.

Judy:Still on campus.

Jijie:Because | don’t have a car.

Judy:Ah, yeah, | think you need a car in America or else it's inconvenient.

Jijie:Where do you live?

Judy:l live near the intersection of 59 and Montrose.

Jijie:That | don’t know. How long does it take you to get to school?

Judy:Biking, around 10 minutes, but if it rains, like today...

Jijie:Then do you get a ride from someone?

Judy:No, | just walk and it takes around 20 minutes. So, it's not too far. But when it rains it's
inconvenient. | was awoken by the thunder today.

Jijie:Right, was it around five o’clock?

Judy:Yes, around five to six. And | wanted to wake up early to do work, so | set my alarm for six,
but | was already awake by six.

Jijie:And you actually woke up at six?

Judy:And then | went back to sleep.



Jijie:How many credits are you taking this semester?

Judy:Nineteen, six courses. | don’t know if | can hang on until the end, it feels very tiring. You?
Jijie:When is the deadline to drop courses?

Judy:The tenth week.

Jijie:Oh. I'm taking twenty hours.

Judy:Wow, then how many courses are you taking?

Jijie:Same as you, six courses with a lab.

Judy:l am also taking a course with a lab, so it's four credits.

Jijie:l also have a four credit course, plus a lab, so it’s twenty hours.

Judy:So do you usually feel tired, doing this major?

Jijie:| feel alright, probably since I'm only in my second year.

Judy:l think once you get to your third year you feel different, since you have to start looking for
jobs.

Jijie:Oh right.

Judy:You have to find an internship, and then...

Jijie:Have you found one?

Judy:Not yet.

Jijie:So you're going to the expo, right.

Judy:Are you going to that?

Jijie:I'll go and take a look.

Judy:l want to go to graduate school, or get my doctorate, so...

Jijie:So an internship isn’t very important?

Judy:l still want to find one, since | don’t know what | want to do in the future.

Jijie:Are you leaning towards CAAM or Math Econ?

Judy:You mean in the future or now?

Jijie:Just what you like, for finding jobs.

Judy:l like math, but am not the type for mathematical specialty jobs, but in the future when | go
to graduate school or get my doctorate, | still want to study something related to Econ.

Jijie: | only have one choice.

Judy: Then in the future do you want to work or do you want to...

Jijie: | don’t know. Maybe when I’'m in my third year I'll know.

Judy: | didn’t know anything when | was in my second year. | wanted to try everything, but... |
would often find that | didn’t like the things | tried. What courses are you taking this semester?
Jijie: This semester, I'm in a programming class, COMP 140.

Judy: A lot of people take that class.

Jijie: Right, because you can’t take it when you’re in your third year.



Judy: | also took it my second year, last semester.

Jijie: Oh, really.

Judy: You're taking it with Rixner?

Jijie: Yes, but recently his TA Rebecca has been teaching.

Judy: Rebecca was my TA at the time too, | think she’s a PhD, so

Jijie: She seems really good.

Judy: Right, I think people have to be very smart to learn compsci.

Jijie: Then after you took it that semester you decided to study CAAM?

Judy: When | initially took it it was because CAAM had some programming elements to it, so |
wanted to exercise my programming thinking.

Jijie: I understand. So after you finished the course did you still like Matlab better?

Judy: Actually, CAAM isn’t just Matlab, for example, we are now taking a course with Excel.
Jijie:Oh

Judy: Rifht, so | think CAAM, [ still like subjects related to math. What else are you taking?

Jijie: I'm taking... let me think... MechE 371, a materials science course that is a mech-e intro
class, and.. what else... math.

Judy: Math?

Jijie: Multi

Judy: 2127

Jijie: Yes, and there’s one more.

Judy: Aren’t you taking Korean? How is it?

Jijie: I'm taking it because | like K-pop.

Judy: Oh really? Have you been to Korea?

Jijie: | always change flights in Korea, but have never gone.
Judy: | went to Korea last year.

Jijie: How did you like it?
Judy: | really liked it

Jijie: That makes me want to visit.

Judy: | really liked it, because | like Korean food. So, | liked it a lot. How did you spend your
summer?
Jijie: This summer | went to Boston College to take a Gen Chem summer course.

Judy: Oh, so you went...

Jijie: To Boston



Judy: How long was the course?
Jijie: One and a half months.
Judy:And then...

Jijie: And then when | went back home, | went to Japan on vacation.
Judy: Oh! | really want to go to Japan. | was just telling them that | really want to go to Japan.

Jijie: You mean the videographer?
Judy:Yes. How long were you in Japan?

Jijie: I went with my parents and we stayed for ten or eleven days.
Judy: You went by yourself, or...

Jijie: So we vacationed by ourselves, right.

Judy: Do you know Japanese?

Jijie: No.

Judy: Then what did you do?

Jijie: | think Japanese people’s English is very good. They may not speak it very well but they’re
able to understand a little, at least better than Chinese people. The people at the subway
stations and security could also understand what you are talking about.

Judy: Really? That’s...

Jijie: Yeah.

Judy: That’s great of them.

Jijie: So at the time | didn’t know any Japanese.

Judy: Then why did you want to go to Japan?

Jijie: Firstly, Japan is close to China. Second... actually, there’s no second reason.
Judy: Just because it’s closer.

Jijie: Just because it’s closer.

Judy: | really like Japanese food. | just really like eating, and | like food found in Japan.
Jijie: Food?

Judy: And | especially like Japanese dishes.

Jijie: There is lots of seafood in Japan, but very little fruit.

Judy: Really?

Jijie: There are very few vegetables and fruits, but there’s just a lot of seafood.

Judy: Do you like seafood?

Jijie: It’s alright, but if there aren’t any vegetables and fruits, it's hard to say.
Judy: | just stayed here for the summer.



Jijie: You stayed here? Then you had research

Judy: Right, | did research. At the beginning of summer | went back for a month, then came
back. | miss home. Then you’re going home for winter break?

Jijie: I'm still thinking about it.

Judy: Have you looked at plane tickets?

Jijie: Have you looked at them? Once you look at them you don’t want to go back.

Judy: But it’s better to book early.

10:40

Jijie: Right, but the finals schedule hasn’t come out yet.
Judy: Just go back on the last day.

Jijie: Then it feels extended.

Judy: Have you been to Chongging before? People usually go to Chengdu more often, and the
Sichuan area.

Jijie: | really like spicy food.

Judy: | like spicy food too!

Jijie: Of course your region would like spicy food.

Judy: Right. We like extremely spicy things.

Jijie: Right right, extremely spicy foods... | can’t

Judy: Can’t handle it well.

Jijie: It's alright.

Judy: Besides hot pot.

Jijie: | also saw giant pandas.

Judy: Giant pandas?

Jijie: | saw them near Sichuan, Chengdu.

Judy: Right, they have a wildlife preserve type land. Pandas are really cute.
Jijie: Yes

Judy: When you saw them, were you allowed to touch them?
Jijie: No

Judy: No, so there was a glass wall?

Jijie: But it was very close.

Judy:l think it's especially cute when pandas eat bamboo.
Jijie: | think giant pandas are only cute when they’re little.
Judy: Really?

Jijie: When they’re older they’re dirty and big.

Judy: But when they’re born they don’t have fur.

Jijie: Right, but they’re pinkish and furry.



Judy: | feel like everytime | go to Chengdu it’s for my visa. Chengdu has an embassy.

Jijie: We don’t have one in Nanjing either. We have to go to Shanghai.

Judy: But you are very close to Shanghai. You take the bullet train...

Jijie: Aren’t you close to Chengdu too?

Judy: Yes... how long does it take on the bullet train?

Jijie: Around two hours

Judy:l think the bullet train is super convenient.

Jijie: It is.

Judy: And it’s very fast, and you don’t have to wait.

Jijie: And very timely

Judy: Not like planes

Jijie: Planes come late sometimes

Judy: | feel like the east coast uses bullet trains a lot. But my region is more remote, so we still
have to... Then when you returned to China, did you go anywhere else besides Japan?

Jijie: At first... well at the start of summer | went back to China and vacationed for around a
month, and then | flew to Boston for summer school. After that, | went back to China and stayed
for a few days, | think | went back August 2, and then around August 5 | went to Japan. We
stayed for ten days, came back around the 14th or 15th, then came back home and stayed for a
week before starting school.

Judy: Wow, so busy. Sounds like your summer was great.

Jijie: It was really great.

Judy: Now it feels like | didn't have much of a vacation because | didn’t do much. What was
there to do in Boston?
Jijie: | like Boston more than Houston.

Judy: It feels like...

Jijie: You have to have a car to go out in Houston, but there you could just walk to a lot of
places.

Judy: They have the Metro...

Jijie: Right, the Metro.

Judy: Their transportation is better. And they have those light rails, like the ones here with
Metro.

Jijie: Right.

Judy: Because my friends have started to buy cars, and I've found that Houston is... pretty nice.
Jijie: It’s nice if you have a car, but not great if you don't.

Judy: But | think Rice students spend 99% of their time on campus, since the school provides
everything you need, so there’s no need to go out.



Jijie: Right. When | was taking summer school, they didn’t provide food or anything, so | thought
where | lived was really convenient.

Judy: You experienced off-campus life. Did you cook?

Jijie: Yes.

Judy: What did you make?

Jijie: Really basic things, like fried eggs.

Judy: That tastes good, it’s alright as long as it's good.

Jijie: Right.

Judy: Now since | live off campus, sometimes | go to Chinatown and buy frozen dumplings
Jijie: Oh, you have time to cook?

Judy: Sometimes | get back at around 8 or 9, but havent eaten yet, so | cook them. Or
sometimes | eat in the servery.

Jijie:Did you buy a meal plan?

Judy: No, but | use Tetra.

Jijie: Oh, Tetra.

Judy: So, because previously | didn’t like servery food. After eating it for two years, | didn’t want
to eat it anymore.

Jijie: So once you buy Tetra, you can use it in the servery?

Judy: Tetra can be added in the servery, also it can be used at RechargeU, Coffeehouse,
Salento, you can use tetra at all these places. It's pretty convenient.

Jijie: But when you live at school you’re forced to buy the full meal plan, and you can’t miss a
meal.

Judy:But it's so convenient to live at school. Like when you’re studying late in the library...

Jijie: Right, and it’s convenient to participate in clubs. Some don’t end until 10.

Judy: And some TA sessions. Living at school is definitely more convenient, but | guess it’s just
different experiences.

Jijie: Then are you coming back on campus for your fourth year?

Judy: | want to come back right now, because Brown has nice rooms for fourth years.

Jijie: What are nice rooms like?

Judy: Like singles

Jijie:But you still have communal bathrooms?

Judy: No, but in a suite you have a restroom.

Jijie: Understood. But in a suite you still have singles? Just a lot of singles in a suite?



Judy: Yeah, | think it’s pretty nice.

Jijie: Yes.

Judy: Living off-campus, | have my own room.

Jijie: How many people are you living with?

Judy: It was supposed to be three people living together, but over the summer, we subleased to
someone who wanted to live with us for a few more months, so now we’re four people living
together.

Jijie: Oh, but there are four rooms? Or two people in a room?

Judy: We separated it. We made the living room and dining room separate rooms, and there’s
two bedrooms, so four people. Everyone has...

Jijie: Then how much is rent?

Judy: A month is around $1700. Four people....

Jijie: That’s cheap!

Judy: Living off campus is a lot cheaper. Living on campus...

Jijie: On campus is a lot more expensive...

Judy: Each month is around $1000, and you have to buy the full meal plan.

Jijie: Then it’s better to live off campus.

Judy: But sometimes it’s inconvenient.

Jijie: You said you live with people in the same year?

Judy: There are two people from the same year, Martel, and another one that has already
graduated from Rice and is trying to make his own start-up.

Jijie: Wow, that’s impressive.

Judy: Yes, I'm jealous, super impressive.

Jijie: What did he major in?

Judy: Elec. They invented a program where you can (press a button)? in a parking lot, and let
the people looking for parking spaces know where there are spaces. They came up with the
program at Rice, which is pretty impressive. There’s four people working on it.

Jijie: Four Chinese people?

Judy: No, Americans.

Jijie: You’re living with Americans?

Judy: 2 Americans, 2 Chinese. You want to make a start-up too?



Jijie: I've never thought about it.

Judy: Really? What do your parents do?

Jijie: My parents are civil servants.

Judy: My dad teaches at a school, and so does my mom. Since they both teach, they want me
to continue in my education. It feels like parents who have attended university are all like this.
Jijie: Right, keep on learning. But getting your education takes so many years.

Judy: | was thinking, once | graduate with my PhD I'll be thirty.

Jijie: It feels like you're always studying.

Judy:But | still like it.

Jijie: Studying? I’'m not suited to that.

Judy: Really? But it feels like the environment is so simple. Like once you go out into society,
you’ll have to face a lot of things. Right now it's comfortable.

21:24- end

Judy: Do you still have class in the afternoon?

Jijie: I have CAAM 336.

Judy: Oh, really

Jijie: It's in Duncan Hall

Judy: What is being taught in 336 right now?

Jijie: Interpro...

Judy: Interproduct

Jijie: Ah, | think itis very difficult.

Judy: Have you learned linear algebra?

Jijie: Yes

Judy: Then it should be alright.

Jijie: It feels very abstract.

Judy: Oh, really?

Jijie: Yeah

Judy: | feel like all these subjects are very abstract.
Jijie: Is CAAM 335 hard? How does it compare to 3367
Judy: | think they’re both alright, but different. And | had the same teacher for 335 and 336.



Jijie: The one...

Judy: No, Jessie Chen.

Jijie: Right, | think Jessie Chen explains everything more clearly.

Judy: But she left rice.

Jijie: Right, | think this semester.

Judy: It's a shame. She was supposed to teach another one of my classes this semester but
she left, otherwise | would have taken three consecutive semesters of class with her.
Jijie: She knows you, then.

Judy: Jesse is a good person.

Jijie: Do you do ECON related research?

Judy: Business related.

Jijie: These are the same?

Judy: Different, but | still write code so it's similar.

Jijie: Why do you code for business?

Judy: Because there are data processing aspects.

Jijie: Do you use Matlab?

Judy: We use SAS

Jijie: | don’t know what that is.

Judy: It's more commonly used in business.

Jijie: Then you’re a business minor?

Judy: No, I've taken two... three business courses but...

Jijie: You didn’t like it as much

Judy: Yeah, | thought | would just learn econ. | actually like CAAM, but it's especially hard to
understand.

Jijie: 1 don’t think there are very many Chinese people with CAAM experience.

Judy: | think there are still some in my year.

Jijie: Is it Du Yuan?

Judy: Do you know Du Yuan?

Jijie: Yes, | know him. He’s in my 336 class, | think he’s a grader.

Judy: Right, grader.

Jijie: | saw his name on the grader list once.



Judy: Right, | think a lot of people in my year are graders.

Jijie: Then besides you and him, there aren’t any more? My year, 2018, doesn’t have anyone
else majoring in CAAM.

Judy: Nobody is majoring in CAAM?

Jijie: Yes.

Judy: Really? Why?

Jijie: 1 don’t know why.

Judy: There should be al ot of people learning stats.

Jijie: There should be more in stats than CAAM, but...

Judy: | think most people are majoring in....

Jijie: CS.

Judy: Right, CS. | heard this year 140 had over a hundred people.

Jijie: In my year, | feel like half the people are majoring in CS

Judy: | think it should be easier finding a job.But | think you have to be especially smart to learn
CS.

Jijie: | think so too... you might have to switch majors after a while.

Judy: 140 is alright, 182 is especially hard.

Jijie: Right.

Judy: | think time has passed so quickly, I'm already in my third year. | think back to Oweek and
still have vivid memories.

Jijie: Was your oweek fun?

Judy: | thought it was really tiring. .

Jijie: | thought so too.

Judy: At the time my English was bad.

Jijie: My English was bad too.

Judy: There were lots of people talking, and sometimes you had to pretend to laugh, for
example...

Jijie: It was very painful right?

Judy: Right, for example if someone tells a joke and you see everyone laughing, you have to

laugh too. And you were particularly afraid that someone would ask you a question.



Jijie: Right, and | had just arrived in America, and it had been a long time after my application,
and | watched Korean dramas all the time, so suddenly being in an English speaking
environment... was...

Judy: Do you have any favorite Korean stars?

Jijie: So many.

Judy: Your favorites?

Jijie: Who do you know?

Judy: Say some, and I'll tell you if | know them.

Jijie: Pei Xiu Zhi? You don’t know?

Judy: A girl group?

Jijie: Yes.

Judy: Is it __’s girlfriend?

Jijie: Yes.

Judy: | vacationed in Korea for five days.

Jijie: What did you do?

Judy: We visited some tourist attractions, then met up with some friends. That is, | have some
Korean friends from Rice. And then we ate, and did some shopping and bought some things.
We were a little rushed.

Jijie: Why? Was it because you had to go to another country?

Judy: At the time last summer, | went to Korea for a kind of summer camp, where we taught
middle school students, so when | went back, | left after the second day, so | felt fairly rushed.
Jijie: | understand, so you did research your sophomore summer, so last summer?

Judy: Yes

Jijie: Then did you do anything on your previous summer vacation? For example... no... the
summer before last summer, so your freshman to sophomore year summer?

Judy: Right.

Jijie: Oh, then just like me, nothing.

Judy: | think everyone...

Jijie: Does everyone find something to do in their sophomore to junior year summer?

Judy: | think you should at least have something to do, no matter what it is. At least, it feels like

everyone, because everyone is very...



Jijie: Tries very hard.

Judy: Yes, very competitive, so at times there’s a lot of pressure from your peers, but | think i
should be better for you since you’re learning engineering, for finding a job.

Jijie: Because many of them only accept US citizens.

Judy: Ah... yeah.

Jijie: Right.

Judy: Do you want to do consulting?

Jijie: No

Judy: No? Why?? It feels like many...

Jijie: Because | don’t know what you do in consulting.

Judy: | feel like many majors do consulting after college.

Jijie: Really? Does consulting just involve speaking to a lot of people? Or what?

Judy: Do you like conversing with people?

Jijie: It's not like | don’t like to, it just feels like it deviates from what | originally wanted to do.
Judy: What did you originally want to do?

Jijie: Just, because I'm studying engineering, | wanted to do something related to engineering.
Judy: You want to be an engineer?

Jijie: Right, or, right.

Judy: Why do you like your current major?

Jijie: Because my dad also studied engineering.

Judy: Oh really?

Jijie: Right.

Judy: Wow, it’s inherited. My dad is a lawyer, but....

Jijie: Then why aren’t you pre-law?

Judy: Haha, because | don't like it.

Jijie: Does Rice pre-law not have that many students?

Judy: Right, very few, | knew a pre-law student who went into consulting in the end.

Jijie: People who do consulting don’t have to learn accounting or related topics?

Judy: Consulting takes any major, because before you go in they train you, so you are suitable
for the job. If you learn accounting, school is probably more accounting-oriented, and you go

work for a company after you graduate.



Jijie: What is the company, is it like Deloitte and those others?

Judy: Deloitte, XX to EY and...

Jijie: | actually don’t know, my roommate is a math-econ major.
Judy: Who is your roommate?

Jijie: Siyu Geng.

Judy: Oh, | know her.

Jijie: She’s very well known.

Judy: Right, she and | were in the same class, that’'s how | know her.
Jijie: She is Math Econ and Stat.

Judy: Is she from Nanjing?

Jijie: Ah, yes, because she’s from outside of the south, and | am not.

Judy: There are so many people from Nanjing.



